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The Tree of Knowledge 



' In Paradise the Tree 
Of BLnowledge was the pride ) 

By God's supreme decree^, 
The man who eat, then died. 

But Heaven in mercy since 
Does him who tastes forgive ; 

To know is no offence ; ^ 
Now, he who eats, shall live.' 
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To MY Uncle Samuel 




ESPECTED Uncle, 

I venture to inscribe this 
paper to you and to the 
assembled Wisdom of your 
Model Republic in Con- 
gress, because I know that 
you are historically wont to 
endeavour to right wrongs within your own 
moral jurisdiction wherever you find them, 
in any part of the world, and whenever you 
have time and opportunity apart from do- 
mestic politics, to look for yourself into 
general public matters appertaining to the 
people's interests. 

Many years ago your Navy very properly 
and boldly entered the Mediterranean, 
past the British Rock of Gibraltar, and 
among the pirates of Barbary, suppressed 
the enslaving of American Christians in 
Northern Africa, while at the same time, 
millions of Afiicans were held in Chris- 
tian slavery in your own Southern States. 
Later you righteously resisted payment of 
the * Sound Dues* of Northern Europe, 
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6 The Dedication 

while your own Empire State charged two 
dollars a head for all European passengers 
that passed Sandy Hook. When you had 
helped to set these things right abroad, 
you nobly brought your philosophy, prac- 
tice and experience home to the United 
States and applied them by induction, 
after the manner of Lord Bacon, success- 
fully to your own business and bosom. 

Applying thus at home these wholesome 
American principles which your eminent 
Secretaries of State are ever so untiringly 
preaching abroad has given strength and 
manly vigour to your Constitution. 

If you will now cast your quick eye over 
the following pages, survey the present 
workings of the Universal Postal Union, 
in the organization of which you took so 
active an interest, and will then duly in- 
spect, especially that part of it comprised 
within your own borders, you will, I trust, 
respected Uncle, learn something greatly 
to your own advantage, that is, the noble 
art of practising what you preach. Know- 
ledge thus acquired is real power. 

Wishing you always all success, I re- 
main, though residing abroad, thoroughly 
American in heart and hand. 

Ever, your loving Nephew, 
Henry Stevens 

of Vermont 

4 Trafalgar Square 
London July 4 1879 
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THE UNIVERSAL"" 

POSTAL UNION 

and International Copyright 

ENTLEMEN, I hold in 
my hand the Constitution 
of the Republic of Let- 
ters. It has recently 
come forth privately from 
the National Printing Office in Paris. It 
is the offspring of no one government, but 
of many countries, empires, republics, 
kingdoms, democracies and principalities ; 
and is entitled Union Postale Universelle^ 
Convention de Paris^June 1878. It is not 
presented as a book, but as the Platform 




Digitized by 



Google 
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of the Power of the Future, a universal 
Commonwealth in which libraries and 
librarians are destined to play important 
parts. It may therefore appropriately 
claim the attention of this meeting for a 
•. .•Ifew.lpfnijtes. 
...... PpbUc. libraries in all civilized coun- 

•* *:tries ire intellectual lighthouses for the 
information and guidance of the people. 
They are becommg numerous and popular, 
and like public education are for all, and 
needed by all. Hence the more promptly 
and the more surely they are supplied and 
replenished the better for all. The Postal 
Union is the factotum of all. All is the 
catchword of the future, the key of this Re- 
public of Letters, the only Universal Demo- 
cracy that we are likely to see in our day.; 
The 'Universal Postal Union* follow- 
ing in the wake of the steamboat, the rail- 
way and the telegraph, has stolen upon us 
so silently and unobtrusively that we are 
puzzled to find our present bearings, and 
ta ascertain whither we have drifted. The 
press has hitherto been styled the * Fourth 
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Estate/ but here comes in this young giant 
of the Post that bids fair, by common con- 
sent, to become the 'First Estate.' It 
has not clipped the wings of the press, but 
has taken them to itself. Emperors, popes, 
presidents, kings, viceroys and princes of 
the world do it reverence, and there is 
none to gainsay its supremacy. 

Within five short years nearly every 
country in the civilized world has doffed 
its badges of independency and joined the 
Postal Union. The rest of the world may 
come in if it likes, but its coming in or 
staying out is now of little consequence so 
far as the success of the enterprise is con- 
cerned. The Union already possesses the 
particular rights delegated by different 
nations now sufficient practically for its 
universal administration. 

Among all peoples and in all countries, 
ancient and modem, men have had like 
incoming and like outgoing, but their living 
in this world has been hitherto unlike. In 
this new Postal Union however the prince 
and the peasant, the rich and the poor 
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have equal rights and level treatment. 
Parliaments may grumble, Congresses pro- 
test, Chambers assert their prerogatives 
and Reichstags declare their vested rights, 
but nothing of these local mutterings is 
heard in the Postal Union beyond each 
country's respective border lines. No single 
government on earth can interfere with 
this Union. All nations therein must share 
and fare alike. In this rigid neutrality 
consists its strength. It is based on a 
firm foundation of compromise. Every 
nation has sacrificed to it some hobby or 
pet notion. Its fasces is a bundle of sur- 
rendered prerogatives bound up in triple 
cords of self-interest generalized. The 
only escape is secession, but that in these 
advanced times no civilized nation can 
afford. To get in is progress; to remain 
out is stagnation. 

The story of the origin of the Postal 
Union is neat, simple and pithy. Dr 
Stephan of Germany is, I believe, entitied 
to the honour of the original suggestion. 
He proposed a Postal Congress, and some 
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six or seven years ago, submitted to the 
principal Governments of Europe and 
America a simple but well digested plan 
of a General Postal Union based upon in- 
ternational conventions or treaties. These 
several treaties were not to be formal 
negotiations followed by regular ratifi- 
cations, but in most countries acts were 
passed by the legislative powers authorizing 
the Executive to appoint delegates to meet 
similar delegates from other countries in a 
postal congress, to discuss and conclude 
a general postal treaty which should be- 
come operative and binding upon receiving 
the signatures of the Postmaster General 
and chief executive officer of each country. 
Those who signed were to be in the Union, 
and those who did not sign were to be left 
out, with the privilege of coming in when- 
ever they thought better of it. 

The scheme was so simple and well 
drawn, and the world was just then so ripe 
for it, that the suggestion was entertained 
almost by general consent. Accordingly 
in 1874 duly qualified delegates from 
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many of the principal powers of both hemi- 
spheres met at Berne in Switzerland, and 
without much difi&culty compromised their 
individual objections, harmonized their 
interests, and soon settled upon what is 
now commonly known as the Berne Postal 
Treaty. This was promptly ratified by 
most of the contracting powers that sent 
delegates, and the * General Postal Union' 
came into practical operation on the first 
of July 1875. Provision was made for 
other countries to come in and participate 
in the general postal advantages as fast as 
they could secure certain necessary local 
enactments, and provide for certain internal 
changes. 

Indeed, before the first year had expired, 
so highly were the advantages of the 
Union appreciated by the powers of the 
earth, high and low, that it then comprised 
nearly the whole of Europe and most of 
the civilized parts of Asia, Africa, America 
and Australasia, including especially most 
of the English-speaking nations and pro- 
vinces of the world. 
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The gist of the Berne treaty was that 
for a uniform rate of twopence halfpenny 
{2\d,) single rate letters of half an ounce 
might be sent throughout the Postal Union, 
with increased speed, safety, and economy. 
Printed matter of every kind (books, pe- 
riodicals, etc.) to go for a penny rate for 
every two ounces up to a limit of two 
pounds. Postcards, commercial papers 
and patterns were provided for at simi- 
larly reduced rates. 

In short, the principle and structure of 
the Union are above criticism. Its law is 
that of the spirit-level, the fairness of which 
no one can gainsay ; and its practice is that 
of the alphabet, the impartiality of which 
no one ever disputes. The Postal Treaty 
is as elastic as an indiarubber band, and 
is open to any improvement Construed 
liberally and reciprocally it is a landmark 
in the progress of every nation : construed 
narrowly and selfishly it is full of snares 
and pitfalls. 

Still human government, like human 
nature, is diverse, and perfection in the 
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outset was not sought or expected. Hence 
provisions were made in the treaty for a 
new Postal Congress after a three years' 
trial, for the purpose of looking into the 
general workings of the machine and pro^ 
viding for the reduction of friction. Fric- 
tion there certainly was at first in abun- 
dance. But the Post Ofi&ce officials of the 
more liberal and enlightened countries, by 
the exercise of great forbearance and inter* 
national courtesy, soon appeased all fears 
and even the wildest misapprehensions. 

English books and periodicals were at 
first returned from Russia, on political and 
other grounds, as undeliverable matter; 
but eventually the Russian government 
became convinced that English books and 
periodicals did no injury to the few Russians 
who cotUd read them, and certainly did not 
harm those who could not. In like man- 
ner the same may be said of France, Ger- 
many, and other foreign countries. And 
so after a while Russia, like most other 
countries, concluded to enjoy the advan- 
tages of the Postal Union, and to wink at 
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what at first she feared would place her at 
some personal disadvantage. This private 
surrender to international good has now 
generally been followed. Many questions 
of politics, religion, and particularly of 
money and the Customs, were raised by 
several governments in reference to the 
free admission of foreign books and pe- 
riodicals, but one by one these have been 
waived in favour of the new educational 
privilege and of the manifold interests and 
advantages of expediting the prompt de* 
livery of all the contents of the Postal 
Union mails. Private axes are hereafter 
to be ground at home, and every Power 
that enters this realm of compensating 
balances is expected, as a point of honour, 
to act up to the golden rule. 

When all these divers questions had 
been well nigh settled, and the young 
giant had been some eighteen months tod- 
dling along hopefully, up sprang the great- 
est diflftculty it had as yet encountered, 
and this too from a quarter least expected. 
Books and periodicals began to come back 
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from the United States of America as *un^ 
deliverable matter.' The Customs officers, 
and then the Treasury officials had been 
induced at last to smell something wrong 
in the Post Office, and they could not 
therefore conscientiously any longer pass 
new English books (except for public li- 
braries) because they are liable to a tariflf 
of twenty-five per cent, as merchandise. In 
no country in the whole General Postal 
Union were the advantages of the Treaty 
more highly appreciated by the people than 
in the United States, yet of all countries 
in the Postal Union, the narrowest and 
most illiberal obstructions to its smooth 
working came from our cousins over the 
water. It is well known however that 
the conscientious collection of the revenue 
was not the real cause of the difficulty. 
Behind the republican throne stands the 
great d. h. the acknowledged wire-puller 
for the republishing houses, as we shall 
see further on. Other countries have tariffs 
on books, and other countries' officers 
have had their consciences pricked, but a 
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soothing reflection has hitherto sufficed, 
and the Union mails have passed on re- 
joicing. In the United States alone has 
this conflict between the treaty and the 
tariff been too much for the Post Office 
Department. Public good has again been 
sacrificed to private interests, and a coach 
and four [pirates] have been driven through 
the Berne and the Paris Treaties just as 
they have many times before been driven 
through the tariff laws of Congress in 
reference to foreign books. 

As an American I make this humiliating 
confession within the venerable precincts 
of the University of Oxford sorrowfully, 
but deliberately. My countrymen at pre- 
sent are the only obstructionists to the 
complete working of the Postal Union 
service. The very objections they raise 
have already been weighed and waived by 
several European Governments as deli- 
cately situated as they. In all cases tariffs 
yield to treaties. No Government is suffi- 
ciently despotic on this side the Atlantic 
to venture to render the half of this Postal 

B 
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Union Treaty nugatory and absurd by re- 
fusing to deliver * books,' one of the chief 
objects of the treaty, because there is in it 
a clause forbidding any thing dutiable to 
be sent in the mails. The treaty names 
expressly letters, books, postcards, and 
patterns as mailable matter, the materials 
of all of which are liable to duty in some 
countries. This blind clause is therefore 
a bait and a snare if it be interpreted to 
limit in any manner the honesty of this in- 
ternational mail service. Letters, on which 
there is a paper tariff, might with a little 
further stretch of false interpretation be de- 
clared unmailable matter, and so the whole 
treaty be limited by a Treasury Circular 
to dollar dispatches like books. Indeed, 
to-day the United States are spunging, and 
enjoying privileges and courtesies from 
foreign countries under the Postal Union, 
which they willingly acknowledge, but are 
unwilling to reciprocate. Scelesti mutu- 
antur non reddunt. 

The apparent cause of this inconsistency 
is not far to seek. It lies, I suppose, in 
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that spirit oi deadheadism which is so preva- 
lent in the United States, especially in those 
who are able to strut in a little brief autho- 
rity, and in those who live by others' wits 
made their own. It runs through all classes 
of society, but always comes out the same 
spirit D. H. hie jacet. It extends from the 
editor of the Bungtown Aurora to the 
* assembled wisdom of the model republic 
in Congress.' Every other man wants a 
free ride in his neighbour's cart, or at 
another's expense. One recognizes this 
national proclivity in the republisher who 
kidnaps his authors, and makes them toil 
for him free beyond sea ; in the editor who 
demands free circulation by post of his 
newspaper within his own county, and to 
be carried in the mails to the thithermost 
parts of the country for two cents a pound 
when it costs the Government ten ; in the 
local legislator who demands a free pass 
for steamboats, bars and raihoads; and 
in the Congressman who pockets his mile- 
age and begs a free ticket for the Honour- 
able D. H. on the rail to and from his home. 
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Thanks to the firmness of the British dele- 
gates at the Berne and Paris Postal Con- 
ventions this deadhead hydra was strangled 
and cast out of the Postal Union. Every 
dispatch, public and private, must be paid 
for at the specified uniform rate, and no- 
thing whatever is to be carried free except 
the interchanges respecting the workings 
and business of the Postal Union itself. 

But all these things and much more will 
the Postal Union bear without breaking. 
Time and the evaporation of this spirit of 
deadheadism will work wonders. In the 
end the principles of the Postal Union will 
triumph, just as surely as that Franklin 
Square is now paved with the best skulls 
of British authors. At present however 
it must be admitted that as far as English 
new books and periodicals are concerned 
the Postal Union mail service to the Uni- 
ted States is far less satisfactory than it 
was before the Berne Treaty. But from 
America, and in every other part of the 
Postal Union the service is excellent, 
promptjcheap, safe, and trustworthy. If then 
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the people (and is it not high time that 
they speak for themselves?) of the United 
States are satisfied with this unsatisfactory 
state of postal affairs, perhaps it is un- 
gracious in us to complain for them. But 
one cannot help noticing that while this 
mail service to the United States is safe for 
letters, it is very unsafe for books and 
periodicals ; never more so than now. 

So far we have been speaking of the 
* Berne Treaty ' of 1874, which came into 
operation as we have said on the first of 
July 1875. It requires only half an eye 
in an intelligent librarian to see what an 
auxiUary power this Postal Union is likely 
to become to Ubraries. In connection 
with the International Money Order Offices, 
paper money, greenbacks, and bankers* 
small drafts, an enterprising librarian may 
easily keep his tables and shelves posted 
up to the latest dates in the more important 
newspapers, books, and periodicals of the 
world. 

But the * General Postal Union ' of the 
Berne Treaty has already given place to 
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the much improved * Universal Postal 
Union ' of the Paris Treaty concluded in 
June 1878. This Paris treaty with its 
* Regulations ' I hold in my hand. It is 
built on the true principles of Progress. It 
is the Berne Treaty purified, simplified 
and vastly improved. Delegates well in- 
structed represented most of the old 
countries of the Postal Union, and those 
of many other governments were freely 
admitted. In article 2 the objects of the 
Union are stated in most general terms to 
be the interchange of "letters, postcards, 
everything printed, commercial papers and 
patterns/' This is the point and soul of 
the whole Treaty, and everything in the 
most liberal manner is made subservient 
to this object. Letters remain as in the 
Berne Treaty at 2\d, for a single rate of 
half an ounce. Books, including printed 
papers of every kind, are reduced to a half- 
penny for every two ounces, or 4//. a pound 
weighty up to a limit of four pounds. 
Patterns at similarly reduced rates, and 
the Treaty to go into operation on the first 
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of April 1879. If then the Berne Treaty 
was apparently made for librarians, they 
will rejoice the more in this Paris Conven- 
tion, for it greatly enlarges, cheapens, and 
improves the universal book post. 

This * Universal Postal Union ' as now 
findly settled (but still open to all improve- 
ments suggested by time and experience) 
is likdy soon to become the greatest pos* 
sible boon to libraries. Authors, printers^ 
booksellers and publishers will have their 
footsteps quickened by it, and readers 
everywhere will rejoice in having the whc^e 
civilized world brought to their very doors. 
The old landmarks must give way. The 
star of empire may, if it pleases, continue 
its course westward, but the Postal Union 
mails are hereafter to know no fixed course 
or limits. They go in all directions, over 
mountains and over seas, through foreign 
countries and across borders, through 
custom houses and post offices, direct to 
the addressee wherever he be. Just as surely 
as you pay in stamps the specified postage 
on letter, postcard, book or pattern, just 
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as surely will the addressee in any part of 
this Postal Union receive it free^ and in 
the shortest possible time. No other tax 
of any kind can be levied. The prepayment 
secures free delivery. If there be any rea- 
son in morals, politics, finance or customs 
for non-delivery at destination, the package 
must be promptly returned, with a state- 
ment of the reason, to the office of origin, 
for free delivery to the sender. For an 
additional fee of twopence in stamps, each 
package may be registered and a receipt 
taken, and for another fee of twopence the 
post office will undertake to bring back 
and give you in due course a receipt of the 
addressee. In most of the countries of 
Europe, and in some out of Europe, this 
registration fee of twopence is equivalent 
to insurance of the package for forty shil- 
lings, which may be claimed in case of the 
loss of the package. Most of the remote 
countries, especially the United States, 
have not yet come into this arrangement of 
insurance, but they will all probably fall 
into it on securing the necessary legislation. 
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We may thus readily discount the postal 
blessings of the future. To say nothing of 
letters, which are an old story, we see how 
centrally situated dear old mother England 
is becoming. She has long ago given her 
language to her children in all parts of the 
globe; now she gives out her science and 
her literature to them all with incredible 
abundance, promptitude, dispatch, and 
safety ; and in return may hear every day 
through the Postal Union mails from the 
authors, booksellers, publishers, or any one 
else in English-speaking South Africa, 
India, China, Ceylon, Japan, Australia, New 
Zealand, the Isles of the South Sea, British 
Columbia, the West Indies, Canada, and 
all British North America. Nay more, 
you librarians may receive daily, almost 
before they are dry, books, periodicals 
and newspapers from the Island of New 
York, from Boston, the banks of the Ohio 
and the Mississippi, from Chicago, Omaha 
and San Francisco, and pay for them by 
post office orders, without the intervention, 
delay, and expense of middlemen or com- 
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missioners. Thus every author, reader, 
and librarian in England or any of her 
many dependencies or attachments, in any 
part of the world, may become his own 
importer by buying his own post office 
orders of his own government, and having 
his books or other packages transmitted 
through the Universal Postal Union mails. 

What has been said of the English-speak- 
ing world applies equally well to France, 
Germany, Russia, Spain, Italy, and other 
countries. They are all rejoicing in their 
connection with the Postal Union. They 
are all building up public libraries, and the 
Postal Union is fast becoming the servant 
of the people, the cheapest, safest possible 
general educator that can be employed. 

Now, Gentlemen, spread out the map of 
this 'Universal Postal Union' with its 
more than threescore and ten countries, 
comprising almost every language that has 
in it a printed book, and you will see the 
picture of our habitable globe. All is 
apparently serene and progressive under 
the Postal Union. Only one country has 
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2l black mark across it, and that, I am sorry 
to say, is my own, the birthplace of 
Washington and of Franklin, the land of 
equal rights and of the Declaration of In- 
dependence, whose authors are numerous, 
and many of them eminent, but whose 
chief literature is still that of dependency 
on Mother England. No Englishman or 
English author wishes to wean America 
from her old love and taste of English 
Literature. To the child it is its milk of 
human kindness. Let her treat it as such, 
both in the Postal Union and in the 
Republic of Letters. Many Americans 
enjoy copyright of their works in England. 
Let Englishmen have copyright in the 
United States as unhampered and free. 
The Postal Union mails deliver American 
books, periodicals and papers with care 
and speed in England. Let English mails 
be as surely delivered in America, and 
much irritation will be appeased. 

We ought to understand what we are 
talking about, and we speak with consider- 
able confidence. What we ask is we think 
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perfectly feasible and fair. It is that the 
United States shall pass the European 
Postal Union mails in the same liberal spirit 
with which the United States mails are de- 
livered in Europe : this and nothing more. 
To say that the United States are differently 
circumstanced from other countries, and 
that opening the mails freely to the book 
post of England is to let in a flood of 
dutiable goods against the express law of 
Congress, is trifling with truth, and is a 
shameful perversion of the facts and the 
honesty of the case. Many other countries 
in the Postal Union have by law book 
tariflfs ias well as the United States, but in 
all cases where this law conflicts with the 
Postal Treaty the local power has gone to 
the wall, and the wail of self-interested 
^manufacturers is heard no more forever. 

Congress levies a duty of twenty-five 
per cent, ad valorem on all foreign books, 
with these three exceptions. First, all 
books imported for public libraries are by 
law duty free; second, all books printed 
more than twenty years are also admitted 
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free; and thirdly, books the property of 
American citizens residing abroad may be 
entered duty free. Now count this a fourth 
exception, that all books coming in the 
Postal Union mails may be at once de- 
livered to the addressees, wherever residing, 
according to the Paris Treaty, and the 
whole irritating question will be settled. 

As soon as the book post between Eng- 
land and the United States becomes an 
institution that may be depended upon, and 
as soon as the people on both sides of the 
Atlantic acquire confidence in it (which 
they have not now), no doubt a very large 
increase of postal printed matter will follow, 
but this need not, and probably will not, 
to any appreciable extent, alter or modify 
the regular commercial business in books. 
What goes through the post will to a great 
extent be additional, or will create as much 
additional business as it diverts; so that 
in the long run, the customs on books will 
not suffer any diminution by reason of the 
Postal Union. 

At all events, this watching the Union 
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incoming mails, this hedging and dodging 
of customs officers in the post offices, this 
intolerable interference of one department 
of the government with another, this tout- 
ing and bribing by the outside * Vigilance 
Committees * of the republishing houses to 
see that the joint custom house and post 
office officials do their duty to the worst, 
will probably all together cost the govern- 
ment five times as much money as can be 
collected on the postal packages, and yet 
nobody will be satisfied. Every English 
author is sore enough already' at the bar- 
barous treatment of himself and his craft 
by the republishers of the United States. 
Is it worth while to prolong the annoy- 
ance by keeping up this petty postal 
irritation, for the sake of a little revenue 
that will cost far more to collect than it is 
worth, or in defence of a principle that is 
at once unsound, ungenerous, and offen- 
sive ? English authors, unlike eels, have 
a mortal dislike to being skinned, and 
somietimes are even provoked to expres- 
sions akin to those of my friend Ike 
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Marvel, who upon his Dream Life being 
* moralized' and 'pirated' in Scotland, 
justly styles the process both theft and 
butchery, and says that the process re- 
minds him a little of the Glasgow Bank 
directors, who build churches with their 
stealings. See ' Publishers' Weekly,' No. 
379. This is strong, but ' Ike was mad,' 
as many an English author is under like 
treatment. 

The truth seems to be that the whole 
legislation in reference to the tariff on 
foreign books for the last thirty years has 
been a disgrace to Congress. The Com- 
mittee of the republishers seem to have 
had everything their own way, and have 
succeeded to a marvellous extent in dust- 
ing the eyes of the intelligent American 
public. They compromised on a limit of 20 
years for the duty-free books, and a duty 
raised from 10 to 25 per cent, on new ones, 
but the chairman of the House Committee 
who assented to this barbarous arrangement 
of raising the duty on new English books to 
twenty-five per cent. (French and German 
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books not being reprinted were not re- 
garded) to protect the reprints, was tricked 
after all. He told me himself that he 
yielded to this twenty-five per cent tariff 
on new books on the condition that all 
books the first edition of which had been 
in print for twenty years should enter free. 
He endeavoured to so word the act that 
any English book, the first edition of which 
had been out twenty years, should come 
in free, even if just printed. But by some 
outside crookedness of the hon. d. h. who 
is always on hand to take care of Number 
One, he was defeated, and the law was so 
pointed, printed, and published as to be 
capable of an interpretation never intended. 
Is it too late now to set this matter 
right, and so arrange the law that any 
edition of any book that first saw the light 
twenty years ago may enter the model 
republic duty free ? This would be only a 
fair tribute to the Carlyles, the Macaulays, 
the Dickenses, the Thackerays, and the 
many others who have well earned their 
freedom in that free country. It was very 
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cute and very enterprising, no doubt, this 
looking over the shoulders of Committees 
of Congress, and successfully wirepulling 
in the spacious lobbies of a great nation, 
but when the dawn comes these proceed- 
ings in the eyes of the honest world will 
appear in their true light, and we shall per 
haps read of them hereafter pretty much 
as we now read of the enterprising Dublin 
' pirates,' otherwise called printers and pub- 
lishers, of the last century, who were accus- 
tomed, in the absence of any definite law 
to the contrary or copyright, to boast that 
they kept secret agents in the chief print- 
ing houses of London, so as to be able to 

* re-issue ' the * foine * English books to the 
very * intilligent ' Irishman even before they 
were issued to the plodding Englishman. 
And the home-ruling Irish Parliament 
protected them in this national enterprise. 
General Washington's excellent English 
library was largely made up of these Irish 

* pirated ' editions. Though of inferior ma- 
nufacture they competed in foreign and 
colonial markets, just as the American pi- 

c 
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rated editions now do, greatly to the injury 
of the genuine * goods/ It is a notorious 
fact that the larger proportion of the 
very considerable importations of ' English 
Books ' into Japan within the last few years 
to help * westernize ' that old land of Sheba 
is in the American counterfeit editions. 
Only fancy Shakespeare, Bacon, Milton, 
Dr Watts, Hannah More, and George Eliot 
standing there in American costume as the 
representatives of Old England ! 

This American tariff on books, this 
tax on knowledge, it is well known, has 
long been the chief barrier against inter- 
national copyright. A great public good 
has hitherto been sacrificed to private 
interests. The American Public is an 
enormous reader and consumer of books, 
but it reads blindly and asks no questions. 
Practically the supply rests in the hands 
of some ten or a dozen large, but rich and 
influential, republishing houses, whose 
private interest is to have this twenty-five 
per cent, 'protection' continued. They 
strive to make the world believe that they 
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are working in the interests of the public, 
but move heaven and earth to defeat every 
advance that does not tally with their own 
pocket compasses. Hence this hubbub 
about the Universal Postal Union. They 
have done their best, and successfully so 
far, to defeat the smooth working of this 
Treaty, just as they have hitherto prevented 
the adoption of an international copyright 
treaty. Yet they are honourable men, 
though they do sing of the warm spring 
with icicles in their mouths. Why, I once 
knew a mighty ' honest ' republisher, who 
used to tell how he worked it, and he gloried 
in his ingenuity. With the cry of * inter- 
national copyright' in his mouth, and 
self-sacrificing honesty in his face, he 
rushed on to Washington and actually in- 
duced the disinterested Committee who 
had the manipulation of the tariff then in 
hand, to put a double duty on those 
periodicals and new books which were at 
the time of importation in course of re- 
publication ! And so for several years the 
great English quarterlies had to pay a 
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double customs duty on entering New 
York simply because they were in course 
of republication. Thus were these shorn 
lambs * protected * by the honest and dis- 
interested fox. These honest foxes still 
live, and the great American reading pub- 
lic are still the geese on which they thrive. 
But it is now high time for a change. The 
republishers have had their turn. Let 
now the people who are the readers, the 
voters, and the consumers of books, take 
this matter into their own hands and 
brush away these disreputable cobwebs 
that disgrace and handicap the true in- 
terests of the common weal. Keep this 
postal treaty, and he that runs may read. 

On the Berne Postal Treaty coming into 
operation in July 1875, no one at first 
smelt iire, or expressed any alarm in the 
United States for some months. All went 
well till the reprinters awoke to the new 
situation. By that time any little friction 
that had arisen in the various countries of 
Europe and elsewhere had subsided. But 
in the United States the republishers found 
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all at once, though late, that American 
books were being ordered in considerable 
numbers by post, and sent not only to 
England, but all over Europe, which was 
indeed a blessing in disguise ; but on the 
other hand, real English books, authors' 
own editions, were found scattered by this 
new levelling mail all over the United 
States, in spite of the reprinters' * vested 
rights.' This they regarded as something 
worse than the Colorado beetle, and the 
cry was soon raised that English books are 
coming "as thick as grasshoppers in Kan- 
sas, and twice as destructive." Our rights 
are invaded. 

To the people, the real book consumers, 
this opening of the flood-gates of England's 
Helicon was highly welcomed, and for a 
short time all was serene, but ere long there 
was a stir in the camp of the * pirates.' 
They sounded the first alarm. The people 
were acquiring a taste for the *dear' Eng- 
lish books, the revenue was falling off, and 
other monstrous horrors were coming in 
with foreign new books. The * Vigilants ' 
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were at once called out, and pressure was 
promptly put upon the Departments and 
the Congress, such as had seldom been 
felt in the lobbies of the Capitol. The cry 
of *Wolf' was however raised once too 
often. The Secretaries and the Members 
saw only a mild domestic dog. 

It is only fair to the high officers of the 
American Government to say that in this 
case they saw that it was a false alarm, and 
very properly for a time resisted the prin- 
ters' calls and temptations. They actually 
talked to these printing alarmists of the 
blessings of education and the benefits to 
the people all over the country of this wel- 
come inundation from the old homestead 
of the English language. When the people, 
they exclaimed, cry hold, we have had 
enough of the foreign press, it will be time 
for us to check it, but meanwhile, as Ame- 
rican books are being sent largely by post 
to the Old World without let or hindrance, 
had we not better reciprocate and permit 
our people to enjoy in tranquillity what 
they bargained for in the Postal Treaty? 
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But the 'Vigilant Committee' would not 
be comforted. Their self-interest, if not 
their self-respect, was at stake, and so they 
continued to preach in Washington and 
prey in New York, Philadelphia and 
Boston, until their voices acquired the 
metallic ring of successful business. The 
continued cry of * Fraud on the revenue,* 
'America again becoming an English 
colony,' and other horrors finally induced 
the government to waver. This was its 
first and fatal mistake. To recover its 
equilibrium the United States post-office 
Department has been stumbling and plung- 
ing ever since. This was inevitable. In 
that free and enlightened country the 
master of the ink rollers always prevails. 
That the ' pen is mightier than the sword ' 
was all very well in Richelieu's time in 
France, but in our day and in America 
especially, he that shows most printer's ink 
on his thumb is the true d. h. who masters 
the ring. He is the self-appointed /^/«/f- 
man who shunts all public trains, hither 
and thither, as he pleases. And so in this 



Digitized by 



Google 



40 The Postal Union and 

Postal Union case it was arranged that the 
Postmaster General should issue a circular 
directing that the book packages liable to 
duty should be sent to the customs before 
being delivered. 

But on re-reading the Berne Treaty this 
hasty proceeding was found not to be in 
accordance with the prescribed regulations, 
and hence this circular was recalled, and 
the question referred to the Standing Com- 
mittee of the General Postal Union in 
Switzerland. The answer came promptly 
back from Berne to the effect that the 
postage prepaid covered free delivery to 
the addressee, and th,erefore it was a viola- 
tion of the Treaty to send the packages to 
the Customs. Mr Inky thumb having caused 
this first misstep, again rose and explained 
that these ' goods ' were undeliverable mat- 
ter according to the tariff law of Congress, 
and therefore must be returned to the 
country of origin ; but as this had to be 
done at the expense of the United States, 
and was, on the whole, rather hard on the 
innocent addressee who repudiated the 
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idea of being treated and punished as a 
smuggler, a sort of compromise was hit 
upon based upon a * dodge,' which, as per- 
tinent to the case, was neither law nor treaty. 
An old Act of Congress, rusty from non-use, 
was ferreted out, by which, under certain 
circumstances, the Secretary of the Treasury 
might remit the duty on certain specified 
goods, for manifest cause, up to the 
value of one dollar. This sop was accord- 
ingly cast to Cerberus, and another official 
printed circular was issued to the chief 
metropolitan postmasters with instructions 
to deliver free all book-packages arriving in 
the Postal Union mails up to the value of 
one dollar each, and to return to the * office 
of origin ' those packages worth above that 
sum, stamped * liable to duty.' Then began 
the murder of the innocents. In March and 
April 1878 cart-loads of books, periodicals 
and even newspapers came back from 
America, and were returned to the senders 
with apologies from the British Post Office, 
and explanation that the matter was beyond 
its control The dollar valuation had been 
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disregarded. Books costing two shillings 
with packages of periodicals and papers 
costing a shilling or eighteenpence were 
found among the returns, especially if ad- 
dressed to a bookseller, or if there were 
more copies than one. To mark the cost 
on the package by the sender rendered it 
liable to letter postage, and the American 
postmasters were by no means uniform in 
their interpretation of this printed circular, 
nor did they interpret it two days alike. 
This diversity of action was no doubt attri- 
butable to the officious presence of Mr 
Inkythumb in the New York post office. 
He just looked in to see that the Govern- 
ment officials did their duty, not according 
to their notions, but his interests. This 
violent and ill-considered remedy however 
proved its own cure. The outcry on both 
sides of the Atlantic soon gave Uncle 
Samuel to understand that while his mails 
were becoming excellent for letters they 
were for books and periodicals far worse 
than before the Berne Postal Treaty. In 
this dilemma, and in view of the approach- 
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ing Postal Congress in Paris in June 1878, 
for the revision and improvement of the 
Treaty, the American Postmaster General 
found it expedient to suspend these un- 
American operations, and to look into the 
matter himself, and take the responsibility 
upon his own shoulders. For while all 
these triviar excuses for. non-performance 
of duty under the Treaty were executed 
with so much indiscretion and partiality, it 
is manifest that he knew very little of what 
was going on to the discredit of his De- 
partment. On looking into his Reports it 
is evident that the Postmaster General of 
the United States himself justly compre- 
hended the situation, and from the first to 
the last has honestly endeavoured to work 
out the salvation of the Treaty in the only 
legitimate way. 

In his annual Report to Congress, dated 
the 9th of November 1877, the Post- 
master General says : ' Books by mail 
should be free of duty,' and then goes on 
to tell the Congress how embarrassed he 
is by the fact that a law of Congress levies 
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a duty on books, while the Postal Union 
Treaty stipulates for their free delivery. 
He is apparently sound also on the Ameri- 
can doctrine that a treaty is superior to a 
statute. He cannot of course fail to re- 
member the late Winslow case, which broke 
to pieces the old Extradition Treaty. In 
that celebrated case Mr Secretary Fish 
strenuously contended that a treaty b 
superior to an Act of Parliament. 

The American Postmaster General fur- 
ther reported to Congress, * Books are 
usually admitted as mailable matter in the 
postal exchanges between all civilized na- 
tions; and although in most countries of 
Europe they are liable to Customs duties, 
such duties are never claimed for books 
admitted to circulation by the post.' He 
then recommended the passing of a law 
* authorizing the delivery free of duty.' In 
accordance with this recommendation this 
clause was added to the Bill then under 
discussion in the House of Representa- 
tives : * All books admitted to the mails for 
conveyance therein, under the provisions of 
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the Postal Union Treaty maybe delivered 
free from the Customs duty.' From this it 
is manifest that it was then the honest en- 
deavour of the Postmaster General to save 
the Berne Treaty ; and that it is still his 
opinion, as well as that of the American 
Government, that a treaty is superior also 
to an Act of Congress. But this clause of 
the Postal Bill did not pass. A higher and 
stronger power than any one in the Cabinet 
had got hold of the wires. But Mr Inky- 
thumb's power is manifestly on the wane, 
and his wire-pulling days are mislaid. 
Rotation in power is an American doc- 
trine, and the people, when they find 
leisure to think of it, generally come out 
pretty nearly right At all events it is his- 
torically certain that hitherto, whenever a 
Federal law has been found in conflict 
with a treaty. Congress has never yet be- 
fore failed to provide a remedy, in all 
cases leaving the treaty to stand. We have 
no reason to doubt that the people in this 
particular case will also take the same 
stand. 
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It is not to be denied, however, that 
there is another side to this question en- 
titled to consideration. Protection has its 
rights as well as free trade. Knowledge is 
power while ignorance is bliss. It is gene- 
rally safer and better to regulate these two 
propellers than to suppress either. They 
are antagonistic like centripetal and centri- 
fugal forces. But both power and happi- 
ness are necessary. Some swear by the 
one and some by the other. One philo- 
sopher is interested in the spots on the 
sun, while another cares only for its rays. 
This diversity is to be protected. There is 
no prelacy in knowledge or ignorance any 
more than there is in liberty or political 
economy. Let man think out and work 
out his own public good, and he will 
appreciate his privileges. Now a great 
part of a nation's honour and welfare is 
comprised in its books or literature. Books 
imply authors and manufacturers. When 
a nation's literature has mostly fallen into 
the hands of manufacturers who reap where 
others have sown, 'protected' by discri- 
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minating laws and an army of subsidized 
officials, it is high time for self-examination 
and change. When the manufacturers of 
books have for a long time had their day, 
it is well sometimes to give authors and 
readers a chance. 

This new Universal Postal Union into 
which most civilized nations have now 
entered by treaty, with their eyes open, 
affords a good opportunity to post up 
these differences in the race of progress, 
and to adjust these inequalities. This 
whole postal Treaty is based on the * most 
favoured nation clause,' which by common 
consent forbids one country to claim ex- 
emptions not allowed to others. Two 
important questions arise. 

Do the stipulations agreed upon at the 
Paris Congress in June 1878 amount to 
a Postal Treaty, binding alike upon all 
parties? And are these stipulations as 
enumerated in Article II so qualified or 
limited by Article XI as to render the 
Treaty inoperative, and mere child's play, 
so that interested parties may *keep this 
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law' in part, and waive the rest, as it best, 
suits their private convenience? Article 
II says * The stipulations of this Conven- 
tion extend to letters, post cards, printed 
papers of every kind^ commercial papers 
and patterns.' These five items comprise 
the entire objects of the treaty, and the 
words 'printed papers of every kind* are 
explained in clause xvii of the * Detailed 
Regulations' to be "newspapers and 
periodical works, books, stitched or bound, 
pamphlets, sheets of music, visiting cards, 
address cards, proofs of printing, with or 
without the manuscripts relating thereto, 
engravings, photographs, drawings, plans, 
maps, catalogues, prospectuses, announce- 
ments, aod notices of various kinds, 
whether printed, engraved, or lithographed, 
and, in general, all impressions or copies 
obtained upon paper, parchment, or card- 
board, by means of printing, or any other 
mechanical process easy to recognize, ex- 
cept the copying press." 

One would infer from this long expla- 
nation of * printed papers ' that they were 
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of course * mailable matter' as well as 
letters and patterns. But Article XI reads 
" It is forbidden to the Public to send by 
post — I. Letters or packets containing 
gold or silver money, jewellery, ox precious 
articles: II. Any packets whatever con- 
taining articles * liable to Customs duty.* " 
Now as some very rare books, such as the 
first Shakespeare, the first Molibre, the 
first Dante, the first Don Quixote, &c, 
are 'precious articles,' and as all sorts 
of new books are liable to Customs duty 
in various countries in Europe as well as 
in America, it follows, if not protected by 
Article II, that it is forbidden to send 
books, periodicals, &c., in the Postal 
Union Mails. This interpretation would 
seem as absurd as the American paragraph 
in the British Post Office Guide limiting 
these disqualifications to the United States, 
when other countries nearer home have 
similar local laws, but have not had the 
effrontery to enforce them. One would 
have thought that as books are specifically 
mentioned as mailable matter these two 

D 
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prohibitory or qualifying clauses referred 
to diamonds, or other precious stones, or 
perhaps to such merchandise as gloves, 
ribbons, laces and costly silks, and not to 
* printed paper of every kind.' 

However, the question has been raised 
in the United States by the republishers 
and remanufacturers of foreign books, 
who claim protection under Article XI. 
Accordingly, the republishers and their 
trade journals are complaining that if all 
books are admitted into the mails from 
foreign countries to be delivered free from 
any Customs duty in the United States, 
without some limit to value or quantity, it 
will either throw all book importation into 
the mails, or do great wrong to duty-paying 
importers. This however is confining 
philosophy and political economy to their 
own business and bosoms, and limiting a 
great public good to the private interests 
of a few manufacturers whose business is 
based neither on public morality nor law, 
but on the accidental absence of a statute 
acknowledging the property of foreign 
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authors. No vested rights can be founded 
in negative law of this kind. 

Therefore let the Postal Union stand, 
and all fare alike, — bookseller, reader, im- 
porter and pirate. If the importer can do 
better by employing the post, so be it ; and 
the government will probably protect it- 
self by returning to the old duty of lo per 
cent., which will undoubtedly yield, under 
present circumstances, a greater revenue 
than it has done for the last ten years 
under the 25 per cent, tariff. If we may 
credit Mr Henry C. Lea of Philadelphia, one 
of the most philosophical and metaphysi- 
cal of the republishers of foreign books, it 
is neither the interest nor intention of the 
republishers to submit these questions to 
the people of the United States. He 
writes : — " Students and collectors in all 
parts of the country have become habi- 
tuated to the convenience of the book-post 
in receiving single volumes from abroad ; 
and if difficulties are interposed, of which 
they cannot understand the reasons, there 
will probably arise a clamour which may 
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lead Congress to make more sweeping 
changes than any of us [the republishers] 
would like." Mr Lea also speaks of the 
* primary importance [of the foreign book- 
post] to publishers who receive books by 
mail as samples, [for republication] when 
every hour is of moment.' The cloven 
foot is revealed in these words. The whole 
system is barbarous and dishonest. Let 
the people once understand the matter 
and they will not be content with any 
arbitrary limitation to single copies or 
special persons, but will like honest peo- 
ple clamour for what they are justly en- 
titled to under the Postal Union Treaty, 
without any regard to the republishers 
whether they would or would not like their 
sweeping changes. 

We have no fear for the future. The 
intelligent people of the United States will 
always assert their rights when invaded. 
But they enjoy so many public blessings 
that it is no wonder that some of them 
are for a time overlooked and left in the 
background, the sport of * rings' and 
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' pirates/ The Postal Union will as surely 
take root and flourish in America as in 
Europe. English books, like English 
authors, will always have a warm welcome 
in the United States, and the Union Mails 
will be free and as untrammelled as they 
are in Old England. Then will fall the dis- 
criminating tariff on books, first to a revenue 
standard, and then to an educational and 
moral standard. When the coast is thus 
cleared then will come international copy- 
right and the millennium of authors and 
readers on both sides of the Atlantic and 
elsewhere. 

There is no fear of the revenue falling 
off through the free admission of the Postal 
Union Mails. There is no fear of over- 
loading the mails with books. There is a 
profit at present rates to the post office, 
to the steamers, and to the community. 
English books will be cheaper by the free 
mails, especially in America; and Ameri- 
can books and book-making will become 
better, cheaper, honester, and more sub- 
stantial. A general improvement may be 
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expected all round, especially to libraries, 
librarians, readers and authors. It is the 
expressed opinion of an * honest ' repub- 
lisher in America that " So far as my in- 
terest as a publisher is concerned, I may 
perhaps say that the greater the difficulties 
imposed upon the importation of books 
by mail the better; but the matter is one 
to be considered in a broader aspect, and 
so long as there is no evasion of the tariff 
it is for the interest of the public that un- 
necessary obstacles should be removed." 
The Postal Union Treaty will take care of 
the tariff. Let the reprinters stand from 
under. Their crumbling edifice is tum- 
blmg. Americans, like Englishmen, 
will have an honest post and 
an honest administration 
of it, or know the 
reason why. 
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Postscript. London, xst Novembtfi 1879. 
HE following documents will doubtless be 
read and compared with incredulity, but 
anyone can verify them for himself. 
Trbasuhy Orders, 2879. 

Department No. 240. 
importations through thb mail. 
Treasury Dbpartmbnt,Opficbopthb 
Secretary, Washington, Sept. 23, 2879, 
To Collectors 0/ Customs and others ; 
The fourth paragraph of the instructions 
of the Postmaster-General, dated the 26th 
of May last, embodied in this Department order of the 26th of 
May, ii}75 (Synopsis 4,037), relative to importations through the 
mails, reads as follows : ^ ^ 

" Unsealed packages received in the ^ mails from foreign 
countries, which are foimd on examination by customs om* 
cers to contain articles liable to customs duties, shall be 
delivered by the postmaster at the exchange office of receipt 
to the proper officer of the customs for the collection of the 
duties chargeable thereon, with notice of such delivery to 
the person addressed." 

It has been sujggested by the Postmaster>General that the 
followine instructions should be added to the paragraph, viz : 

** But Dooks received from countries or colonies of Uie Uni- 
versal Postal Union, which are found to be dutiable, shall, when 
addressed to post-offices other than the exchange office of receipt, 
be promptly transmitted by mail to the addressees, charged with 
the^ amounts of customs duties levied thereon, respectively: 
which amounts postmasters at the offices of destination will 
collect of the addressees on their delivery, and remit by first 
mail thereafter to the Collector of Customs of the district in 
which the exchange>post office of receipt b situated : and incase 
of the refusal or neglect of the addressees of such dutiable books to 
apply for them at the post-office of destination within a period of 
thirty days from the date of their receipt at ssdd office, and pay 
the customs duties and any postage charges levied thereon, the 
postmaster of said office will specially return the same to the 
Collector of Customs of the aforementioned district. 

" Postmasters are instructed to collect the customs duties on 
such books forwarded to their offices for delivery to addressees, 
and promptly remit the sums so collected by them to Collectors 
of the Customs, in the manner prescribed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury ; but the postal revenues are not in any manner to be 
credited or charged with such duties." 

The suggestion meets with the approval of thb JDepartment, 
and the instructions contained in the amendment will be ob- 
served by officers of the customs. 

A record of the address and office of destination of each 
package, and of the amount of duties due thereon, will be kept, 
and on receipt of the duties, or retwn of the package, the fact 
will be recorded. 

A certificate in the form appended hereto, showing the amount 
of duties due, will be attached to each package for the information 
of the postmaster^ who, in his letter forwarding the duties, should 
refer to such certificate by mentioning the number, date, amount, 
and the name of the party addressed, specified therein. Printed 
blanks will be furnished by the Department. This order will take 
effect on the first proximo. John Sherman, Secretary. 
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DUTIES ON BOOKS IMPORTBD THROUGH THE MAIL. 

No. . [Place :] , [Date :] . 

Postmaster at 

You are requested to collect and remit to the Collector of 

Customs at , the sum of dollars and 

cents (duties on the books enclosed in the package), in accor- 
dance with the following instructions from the amended regu- 
lations of the Postmaster-GeneraL and this Department, em- 
bodied in the Circulars of the Treasury Department, Dated 
May 26, and September iq, 1879. 

[Signature of Customs Officer :] , 

Circular. Post-Office Depart., Office of the Post- 
master-Genbral, Washington, D. C, Sept. 17, X879. 

A regulation for the collection of customs duties having been 
agreed upon between the Postmaster-General and the Secretary 
of the Treasury, in pursuance of the provisions of section iv. of 
the act making appropriations for the service of the Post-Office 
Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1880, and for 
other purposes, for delivery to addressees in the United States 
of books, subject to customs duty, which are admitted to the 
international mails, exchanged under the provisions of the 
Universal Postal Union Convention. 

// is ordered^ That the 4th paragraph of the regulabon 
governing the treatment^ of dutiable articles received in the 
mails from foreign countries, adopted by the Department under 
date of i6th May, 1879, be amended by addmg thereto the 
following words : 

" But books received from countries or colonies of the Uni- 
versal Postal Union, which are found to be dutiable, shall, when 
addressed to post-offices other than exchange offices of receipt.be 
promptly transmitted by mail to the addressees, charged with the 
amounts of customs duties levied thereon, respectively ; which 
amounts postmasters at the offices of destination will collect of 
their addressees on their delivery, and remit by first mail there- 
after to the collector of the customs of the district in which the 
post-office of receipt is situated ; and in case of the refusal or 
neglect of addressees of such dutiable books to apply for them at 
the post-office of destination within a period of thirty days from 
the date of their receipt at said office, and pay the customs duties 
and any postage charges levied thereon, the postmaster of said 
office will specially return the same to the collector of the customs 
of the aforementioned district. 

" Postmasters are instructed to collect the customs duties on 
such books, forwarded to their offices for delivery to addressees, 
and promptly remit the sums collected by them to collectors of 
the customs in the manner prescribed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury; but the postal revenues are not in any manner to be cre- 
dited or charged with such duties." This order will take effect on 
the ist of October, 1879. D. M. Key, Postmaster-General. 

Regulations. In the British Postal Guide, N« 94, for ist 
October, 1879, pa^e 9, we read :— 

" The following information respecting Books and Photographs 
for the United States has been received from the Post-office at 
Washington : 'The only books absolutely free from CustomsDuty, 
under the United States laws, are those which have been printed 
more than twenty years ; and Pamphlets, Periodicals, and other 
like Publications for the personal use of the individual to whom 
they are addressed. Nevertheless, any book valued at not more 
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than one dollar is also considered as exempt from Customs Dutv ; 
and so are Photographs when sent in limited numbers, for the 
private use of the person to whom they are addressed, or for dis- 
tribution to relatives or friends.' It is further stated that if any 
Books or Photographs received in the mails from the United 
Kingdom, are found to be liable to Customs Duty, they will not 
be delivered to the addresseesj but will be returned to this 
country." 

The Universal Postal Union Treaty. 
Article II of the Postal Union Treaty says : ' The Stipulations 
of this Convention extend to letters, post-cards, ^rintedyapers of 
evtry kindy commercial papers and patterns.* Article XI reads : 
' It is forbidden to the public to send hy post— I. Letters or 
packets containing gold or silver money, jewellery, or precious 
articles. II. Any packets whatever containing articles 'liable to 
duW.' Printed papers of every kind are explained in Clause 
XvII of the 'Detailed Regulations' to be ''newspapers and 
periodical works, books, stitched or boimd, pamphlets, sheets 
of music, visiting cards, address cards, proofs of printing, with 
or without the manuscripts relating thereto, engravings, photo- 
graphs, drawings, plans, maps, catalogues, prospectuses, an- 
notmcements, and notices of various kinds, whether printed, 
engraved or lithographed, and, in general, all impressions or 
copies obtained upon paper, parchment, or cardboard, by means 
of printing, or any other mechanical process easy to recognize, 
except the copying press." 

The Federal Gazette oiSept. 93. 

IMPORTATIONS THROUGH THE MAILS. 

" The matter of regulating importations of dutiable articles 
through the international mans has long been one of difficulties 
and provoking trials to the authorities of the postal and Customs 
revenue services in this and foreign countries ; but Postmaster 
General Key and Secretary Sherman have agreed upon a plan 
in relation to the importation of books in the mails which, sooner 
or later, will be extended to other articles of dutiable character." 

Notwithstanding these blind Guides and these Official Orders 
we posted this book as mailable matter under the Postal Union 
Treaty, one among many others addressed to Jambs BAiRD,£sq. 
Barnet, Vt. U. S. America. Let us follow this sample copy and 
conjecture the official correspondence that must grow out of it. 
On reaching Boston, Mr Postmaster Tobey hands it over to 
Mr Collector Simmons who refers it to the official appraiser, who 
under the intellig^ent and patriotic advice of the Vie;ilant Com* 
mittee of republishers values it at one dollar, and having duly 
entered it in the Book of Troubles, fills up the above prescribed 
form with No. 666, Boston, October 11, requesting Mr Hoyt, 
the postmaster at Barnet, to collect of the said Baird 35 cents 
for customs duty, and remit the same per first mail to the Col- 
lector of Boston, free of all charges to the General Post-Office. 
Hoyt drums up Baird and demands the quarter. Baird fences, 
produces the invoice of 2^ . 6d. induding postage, and points to the 
price printed on the title-page ; he consults Judge Harvey, the 
leading Democrat of the VilU^e, who pronounces |8 cents to be the 
Custom-house value of the 'goods, 'though clearly free by Union 
Post, and finally he pays the full amount of 25 cents, under written 

Erotest, demanding a return of 13 cents for overcharge. Hoyt 
urries off the remittance and protest to the Boston Collector, 
who replies, owning receipt of the money, but refers the protest 
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and overcharge, involving intricate questioiu, to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, acknowledging at the same time that he has read 
Stevens's book with interest and instruction, and were it not for 
the half-crown he should say a dollar was cheap enough for it, but 
an Act of Congress is better law than the Universal Postal 
Treaty which Uncle Samuel signed with mental reservations, and 
Washmgton must decide. This, with a thousand other similar 
momentous questions, comes before Mr Sherman, who, compre- 
hending the situation, cuts the matter short in a short reply direct 
to Baird himself, as one of the office-ridden people, instead of 
referring it to the Clerk, who has been hitherto tmder the manipu- 
lation of the Vigilants ; and sends a copy of his letter to the 
Gazette. 

"Treasury Departmcht,Washington, Oct. 21, 1879. To James 
Baird, Esq. Bamet, Vt. Sir, Your 35 cents and protest received. 
Enclosed are 11 cents overcharge, with due apologies from this 
Department. Have read Stevens s book with profit^ and am pre- 
pared to recommend it to everybody, even the reprmters. Don't 
consult any more Democratic judges. Tell Hoyt not to make any 
stir until after Election about his extra work outside of his Post- 
Office duties, but send in his claim as a Custom House Official 
jointly with the 11,000 other country postmasters to Congress. 
Sure to be paid if warranted by any provision of law or Treaty. 
Regards to all my Green Mountain Boys who marched through 
Georgia. 

" Yours deliberately, 

" (Stoned) Sherman, Thesaurarius." 

Thus the ' Official ' position of the ever-changing Postal Union 
regulations as interpreted by the United States seems as slippery 
and contradictory as ever. The Vigilance Committee of the re- 
publishers appears to have succeededin negotiating a compromise 
or internal treaty between the United States Treasury and Post 
Office Departments, but without reference to the Postal Union 
Treaty itself, and the Governments signing it with Uncle 
Samuel, by which the * pirates ' are officially protected, at enor- 
mous trouble and expense to the country, and the Postal Union 
Treaty carried out to the letter, though sacrificed in the spirit. 
* We mean to keep the Postal Union Treaty,' they say, ' and we 
mean to deliver the book-packages to the addressees, wherever 
they be in our country,^ and that is all we OTomised in the Postal 
Convention at Paris, in June, 1878.' 'Though it is a special 
treaty for Letters and Books, as distinguished from gold, silver, 
precious articles, jewellery, gloves, laces,ribbons, and other goods 
liable to customs duty and therefore not mailable matter, yet we 
mentally reserved the right to follow also book-packages as mer- 
chandise to destination, though mailable matter by special 
Treaty, and so save free America from again becoming a Briti^ 
colony through international copyright and foreign editions.' 
The question whether this official officiousness will be tolerated 
by the ' crumbling monarchies ' of the old world need not be con- 
sidered. Uncle Samuel, be a man, and in this, as in other matters, 
live up to your treaty and the political morsdity you dictate to 
others. You have always contended that an International Treaty 
is superior to an Act of Parliament, then don't spoil this doctrine 
by contending at the same time that a Treaty must give way to 
an Act of Congress. 
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OF BOOKS BY THE SAME 

AUTHOR 
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Omne tulit panctum qui miscuit utile duld 

The following Bibliographical and 
other publications by Mr Henry 
Stevens of Vermont may be pur- 
chased either of the autlior direct 
or through any agent. The prices 
given are net but include postage 
by mail registered to any part of 
the Universal Postal Union 

Address, No. 4 Trafalg^ Square, Charing Cross, Londoo 
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Mr henry STEVENS'S 

Publications Offered 

AT THE NET PRICES AFFIXED FREE BY POSTAL 
UNION MAIL- 




JATALOGUEof my English Library, 
collected and described by Henry 
Stevens, Literary Agent in London oi 
the Smithsonian Institution. Privately 
printed by Charies Whittingham, Chis- 
wick Press, London, 1853, cIotA extra^fcp 8°, I2j. 6</, 
Thb little Manual was prepared in 1853, and printed for 
private distribution. It contains a list of about 5,700 volumes 
of Standard English Books, and was designed to aid collec- 
tors in the choice of their English Books and Editions. The 
contents are given of the principal collected works, together 
with the dates of birth and death of most of the deceased 
authors. Only a very few copies remain for sale. 
II 

STEVENS'S AMERICAN BIBLIO- 

GRAPHER. Nos. I. and II. (all ever printed) Jan. 
and Feb. 1854. Large Woodcuts. C. Whitting- 
ham, Chiswick Press, London, 1854. vii and ^ 
pp, cloth, 8°, 8j. 6^. 

Only 100 copies printed, withdrawn from sale in favour of 
the Nuggets. 

Ill 

HISTORICAL NUGGETS. Bibliotheca 
Americana 5 or, a Descriptive Account of my Col- 
lection of Rare Books relating to America. By 
Henry Stevens, G m b, F s a, Charles Whit- 
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tingham, Chiswick Press, London, 1862, 2 vols, 
fcp 8®, cloth, 38J. 

This work, of which only a few copies remain for sal^ 
pointed in the best style of the ChiSwick Press, comprises 3,000 
titles (alphabetically arranged) of rare books relating to 
America, most carefully ^ven in full, with the collation and 

Sice of each work. It is intended, as far as it goes, to be a 
anual for G)llectcMV of this expensive class of lx>oks. 
IV 

BIBLIOTHECA AMERICANA. A Cata- 
logue of Books relating to the history and literature 
of America. Sold by Messrs. Puttick & Simpson, 
March, 1861. London, 1861. viand 273//. large 
paper. Royal 8°, cloth, uncut, lOf. 6^. 

This catalogue contains 2,415 lots, with collations, etc. ** It 
is one of the most carefully prepared auction catalogues ever 
issued."— J. Sabin's Bibliog. ojBibliog. 

This work served as the model of the Maisonneuve elalxnate 
Bibliothbque Am^ricaine. 

V 

SCHEDULE of 2000 American Historical 
Nuggets taken from the Stevens Diggings in Sep- 
teml^r, 1870, and set down in Chronological Order 
of Printing from 1490 to 1800 [1776] described and 
recommended as a Supplement to my printed Biblio- 
theca Americana. By Henry Stevens, G m b, 
F s A, etc. Chiswick Press, London, Oct i, 187a 
folio, icxf . dd. 

Privately printed, iv and 20 pages, describing above 1,350 
works on America. Blue cloth extra, on thick or thin hand- 
made paper. 

VI 

GORTON, Samuel. A Copie of an Answer 

sent to Nathaniel Morton of New Plimouth, con- 
cerning some part of his Booke intituled New Eng- 
lands Memorial. Edited by Henry Stevens, and 
carefully printed from the original autograph manu- 
script in his possession. G. Whittingham, Chiswick 
Press, London, 1862, 4°, morocco, 12s, 6d, 

Privately printed, in a very limited number, on hand-made 
paper, in the best style of the Chiswick Press. 
VII 

FRANKLIN, Benjamin. Dissertation on 
Liberty and Necessity, Pleasure and Pain. London, 
1725. With an Introduction by Henry Stevens. 
Carefully reprinted in Fac-simile by Charles Whit- 
tingham, Chiswick Press, London, 1857. Privately 
printed, only 25 copies, morocco, 8°, 21^. 
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Franklin, while in London, working as a compositor, at the 
age of eighteen years wrote and printed himself loo copies of 
this tract. Soon after, becoming convinced of his error in 
printing so free a work, he informs us that, having given away 
a very few copi^ he destroyed the rest, and wrote another 
tract refuting this. The present is a reprint of one of the two 
copies of the orieinal edition known to exist, viz. that in the 
possession of Mr Henry Stevens. ^ It was reprinted in Dublin, 
in 1733, in sixteen instead of thirty-two pages, but only a 
single copy of the Irish edition is known, now belonging to 
Mr Stevens's Franklin G)llection. 

VIII 

MEMORIAL de Don Diego Colon, Uirrey 
y Almirante de las yndias a S. C. C. Mag^ el Rey 
don Carlos sobre la conversion e consvacid de las 
gentes de las yndias, en q ofrece con su psona y 
hazienda de ayudar pa q aya efecto cierta n^ociacid 
q olant de S. M. se avia puesto por pte del clerigo 
Casas pa el remedio de la trra firme. ASo de Mdxx. 
Impressa por Carlos Whittingham en la C^iudad de 
Londres a costa de Enrique Estevans de Vermont, 
24Junio, 1854. 12 pages, black letter , morvccoy 4®, 
lar. 6d, net. 

Edited, with Epistle Dedicatory of two pages to Dr Rein- 
hold Pauli, from the ori^nal manuscript of the Second Ad- 
miral of the Indies, then in the possession of Henry Stevens, 
and printed at the Chiswick Press. The young Kine of Spain, 
Charles, had asked Columbus respectinp^ the benevolent 
scheme of Las Casas for civilizing and christianizing the In- 
dians of Terra Firma, ureing the Admiral's co-operation. This 
is Don Diego Columbus s favourable repl^. This and the next 
five lots form an interesting series of Spanbh historical tracts, 
printed uniformly in black letter, similar to that of the Las Casas 
tracts of 1553, and of the same sized page. Tlie six volumes 
are all bound neatly in paste-grained roan of six different 
colours, with different side gold ornaments, and different fancy 
end papers. Only loo copies of each were printed, and will be 
sold in sets only, atj^s 3f. net. 

IX 

CARTA del senor don frey Bartolome de las 
Casas al Illustre y Muy MagniHco senor don Mer- 
curino Arborio de Gattinara Chanceller de S. Mag. 
el rey don Carlos en q suplica a s. s. q se le conceda 
la provincia del 9enu q se cuente entre la trra q se le 
seSalare pa poner remedio a los agravios de los 3nidios 
enlatrrefinne. AJiodemdxx. Impressa en Londres, 
en casa de Carlos Whittingham a costa de Enrique 
Estevans, 24 junio 1854. 11 pages in black letter ^ 
morocco, 4°, loj. 6d. net. 

Las Casas, who had taken (Treat interest in the welfare and 
christianizing of the Indians, had been promised an extensive 
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grant of land on the coast of Terra Firma, between Darien 
and Trinidad, for the purpose of founding a colony for im- 
proving and civilizing the natives. In this important long 
autograph letter he repeats his reouest to Charles the Fifth 
through his Chancellor, and urges his benevolent scheme. It 
was printed in 1854 from the original autograph manuscript 
then in the possession of Mr Stevens. 

In the epistle dedicatory to Arthur Helps Esq. a full ac- 
count of the subject of the letter is given in English. 

X 

CARTA de amonestacio del obpo de Chiapa 
don fray Bartolome de las Casasa los Muy M. Senores 
presidete y oydores de la real audiencia q residen en 
la ciudad de Gras-a-dios, tocante a la libertad y juris- 
di9ion eccltca y execucion dlla y a la libertad y remedios 
dlas injusticias y agravios d los 3mdios de su obpado. 
Aao de Mdxl V. Fue impressa en la Ciudad de Londres; 
en casa de Carlos Whittingham a costa de Enrique 
Estevans de Vermont, 24 junio, 1854. 10 //. 4® 
hlack letter^ lOr. dd, net. 

This important letter, printed from the original autograph 
manuscript in the possession of Mr Henry Stevens, never before 
printed, is dated the aa of October, 1545. In the long epistle 
dedicatory to Peter Force of Washington a full abstract of 
the letter is given in English. 

XI 

CARTA de don frey Bartoloe de las Casas 
Obispo de Chiapa a los Muy Rev. y Charissimos 
Padres del capitulo provincial de Guatimala, y del de 
Chiapa, mostrando su parecer sobre de p no se ven- 
diesen los repartimientosoencomiendas de losyndios. 
ASo de Mdliv. Impressa en la (^iudad de Londres ; 
en casa de Carlos Whittingham a costa de Enrique 
Estevans de Vermont, 24 Setembre, 1854. Black 
letter t 21 pages, morocco, 4°, lOr. 6^. net. 

Edited by Henry Stevens, of Vermont, in 1854, ^^^ beauti- 
fullv printed at the Chiswick Press in black letter, uniform 
with Las Casas' tracts of 1553, from the original unpublished 
manuscript then in his possession. The MS is not dated, but 
was probably written in 1554. Dedicated to Sir Frederick 
Madden. 

XII 

CARTA de Hernando Cortes, Marques del 
Valle a S. C. C. Mag** el rey don Carlos Quinto Mos- 
trandole su pares9er acerca de los repartimientos de 
los yndios, sobre si conviene al seruj del rey q los 
naturales de la nueba Spana esten todos en su cabe9a, 
o algunos en los Spanoles pobladores della. AHo de 
Mdxiii. Impressa en Londres por Carlos Whitting- 
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ham a costa de Enrique Estevens, 20 Oct. 1854. 
\2 pages t black letter^ morocco^ 4°, lOr. dd, net. 

First privately printed from the original manuscript in 1854, 
then in the possession of Mr Stevens. It is not dated, but 
was manifestly written in 15^1 or 1542, when the Emperor and 
Las Casas were getting up the famous New Laws of tJu In- 
dies ^ printed in 1543. "Die Emperor had asked Cortes's advice 
respecting the encomiendas and the treatment of the Indians 
in Mexico. This is the Conqueror's sensible reply. The 
volume is dedicated in a long epistle in English to Leopold 
von Ranke. the historian, in which is given an abstract olthis 
important historical document. 
XIII 

PARES(J:ER o Determinacio de los senores 
theologos de Salamanca sobre de que no deben ser 
baptizados los yndios sin examinacid estrecha de su 
voluntad y concepto del dho sacramento. Aiio de 
Mdxli. [In Latin.] Impressum Londini apud Caro- 
lum Whittingham, impensis Henrici Stevens. 1854. 
14/^. 4°, black letter^ morocco^ lar. 6^. net. 

This^ important manuscript was edited by Henry Stevens, 
and privately printed for him at the Chiswick Press in 1854 
from the original, then in his possession. It is dated the first 
of July, 1541. Las Casas and others had complained much of 
the ill-treatment and slavery of the Indians by the Spaniards 
in America, until finally Charles V referred the grand question 
to the Faculty of the University of Salamanca, whether In- 
dians who had been baptized could be made slaves? This 
curious document is the official answer, signed by the Dean 
and all the Faculty. The volume has a long explanatory 
dedication in English to Sir Thomas Phillipps. 

XIV 

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPEN- 
DENCE ; or. Notes on Lord Mahon's History of the 
American Declaration of Independence. By Peter 
Force, Esq., Author of The Documentary History 
of the United States, Collected, edited, and reprinted, 
with Biographical and Bibliographical Memoir of 
Col. Force, by Henry Stevens, F s a. The 
second issue, of only 50 copies. With a Portrait. 
Privately printed by C. Whittingham, Chiswick Press, 
London, 1879. Morocco^ 8% I2J. 6d,net, 

XV 

HISTORICAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL 

Notes on the earliest discoveries in America, 1453- 
1530. With comments on the earliest charts and 
maps ; the mistakes of the early navigators and the 
blunders of the geographers ; the Asiatic origin of 
the Atlantic coastline of North America ; how it 
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crept in and how it crept out of the maps. The 
whole illustrated by the Tehuantepec Railway Com- 
pan)r*s Map of the world on Mercator*s projection, 
and photolithographic facsimiles of many (i6) of 
the earliest maps and charts of America. By Henry 
Stevens, G m b, F s a. New Haven & London, 
1869. Cloth extra^ only \QO copies printed. Royal 

XVI 

HISTORICAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL 

Notes, 1453-1869, [Tehuantepec]. By Henry 
Stevens, G m b, F s a. D. Appleton & Co. New 
York, 1869. 40 pp, blueclotk, only forty copies pri- 
vately printed ^ royal S°, ys, 6d, 

XVII 

SEBASTIAN CABOT— John Cabot = O. 
Endeavored by Henry Stevens, G m b, etc. Bos- 
ton & London, March, 1870, only a very few copies 
privately printed, blue cloth, square 16°, los, 6d. 

XVI II 

AMERICAN BOOKS with Tails to 'em. 
A private pocket list of the incomplete or unfinished 
American periodicals, transactions, memoirs, judi- 
cial reports, laws, journals, legislative documents, 
and other continuations and works in progress sup- 
plied to the British Museum and other libraries. 
By Henry Stevens, G m b, F s a, etc. Privately 
printed. London, 4 July, 1873, 16°, 40 pa^es in 
pearl type, very beautifully printed by Messrs Clay, 
comprising about 2000 titles. On thin hand-made 
paper, cloth, 5J. on thick hand- tnade paper, cloth, dr. 
XIX 

BIBLIOTHECA HISTORICA, or a Cata- 
lo^e of 5, 000 Volumes of Books and Manuscripts 
relating chiefly to the History and Literature of 
North and South America, among which is included 
a large proportion of the extraordinary library of the 
late Henry Stevens, senior, of Bamet, Vermont, 
Founder and First President of the Vermont His- 
torical Society. Edited, with an Introduction and 
Notes, by Henry Stevens, G m b, F s a. Boston, 
H. O. Houghton and Co. River-Side Press, Cam- 
bridge, 1870, xvi, and 2Z4pp. cloth, unait, 8<», 7x. 6^. 
'* &autifuUy printed and profusely annotated. One of the 
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few bibliographical works whieh combines amusement with 
profit and instruction."— J. Sabin, in his Bibliography of 
Bibliography* 

XX 

CATALOGUE of the Percival Library, the 
property of the late Mrs George Atkinson, of N° 
2, Highbury Park, Islington. Described and dis- 

. persed by Henry Stevens, of Vermont, F s a, etc 
C. Whittingham, Chiswick Press, London, 1879, 
post 8°, clothf uncut, 4J. 6d, A few copies on very 
fine and large handmade paper, clotk, uncut, 8j. 6d, 
This is intended as a model of a printed catalo^e of a small, 
choice, private library. It is carefully made, with notes and 
descriptions. The collection is of about 3,000 volumes, man^ 
of the volumes specially and extensively illustrated, and is 
' nlling 248 pages. The 1 * 



described in 1,273 lots, fUline 248 pages. The prices are given 
and the books have been sold. 
XXI 

THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. A Cata- 
logue of the Library of Alexander von Humboldt. 
With a Bibliographical and Biographical Memoir 
by Henry Stevens, G m b, F s a. London, 1879, 
Large Paper, clotk, royal 8°, 25^. 

This remarkable collection of scientific books in all lan- 
guages, including an extraordinary^ number of privately 
printed works and_ presentation copies, fills 8oz pages, in 
IX, 139 lots, comprising above 17,000 volumes. The coUection 
was burnt at Sotheby's, in Juljr, 1865. Nearly the whole of 
the catalogue was destroyed, being at the time of the fire un- 
finished. A few of the large paper copies have now (1878) 
been completed, and are offered for sale. Twelve copies were 
taken off on very fine and thick hand-made paper, imp. 8vo, 
price in cloth, uncut, 42*. net. 

XXII 

THE BIBLES in the Caxton Exhibition 
Mdccc Lxxvii, or a bibliographical description of 
nearly one thousand representative Bibles in various 
languages, chronologically arranged from the first 
Bible printed by Gutenberg in 1450- 1456 to the 

. last Bible printed at the Oxford University Press 
the 30th Jun^ 1877. With an Introduction on the 
History of Printing as illustrated by the printed 
Bible, from 1450 to 1877, in which is told for the 
first time the true history and mystery of the Cover- 
dale Bible of 1535. Together with bibliographical 
notes and collations of many rare Bibles in various 
languages and divers versions printed during the last 
four centuries. Special edition, revised and care- 
fully corrected, with additions, flavoured with a 
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squeeze of the Saturday Review's Homily on Bibles. 
By Henry Stevens, Gmb, Fsa, Ma,4, Trafal- 
gar Square, London, Mdccc Lxxviii. 162^. cloth^ 
uncut ^ medium 8°, 7j. dd. Also on large paper, What- 
mat^ s hand-madey imperial Z'^y 15X. net, 

XXIII 

BIBLIOTHECA GEOGRAPHICA et His- 

torica ; or, a Catalogue of a nine days' sale of rare 
and valuable ancient and modem books, maps, 
charts, manuscripts, autograph letters, et cetera, 
illustrative of historical geography and geographical 
history, etc., very many relating to Nor5i and South 
America, and others to Europe, Asia, Africa, Aus- 
tralia, and Oceanica. Collected, used, and described, 
with an Introductory Essay on Catalogues, and how 
to make them upon the Stevens system of photo- 
bibliography. By Henry Stevens, m.a. Part I. 
\all ever published.'] Dispersed by auction by Messrs. 
Puttick and Simpson, Nov. 1872. London, 1872. 
Frontispiece, iv, 14, and 361 pages, in 3,109 lois» 
Cloth, uncut, 80, 8j. 6d, 

The same on fine paper, interleaved and illustrated with 
about 400 photograpns of the titles, neatly mounted, and 
bound in half blue morocco, gilt tops, £$ 5^« Only ten copies 
so done up. 

XXIV 

LAWS OF THE INDIES. Leyes y orden- 
an9as nueuamete hechas/por su Magestad, pa la 
gouemacion de las Indias y buen trata/miento y 
conceruacion de los Indios, etc. The New Laws 
and Ordinances of his Majesty the Emperor Charles 
the Fifth King of Spam, for the Government of the 
Indies & for the Good treatment and preservation of 
the Indians, which are to be observed both in the 
Council and in the Royal Audiencias resident in the 
Indies as well as by all other governors, judges and 
private persons therein. Done into Eriglish out of 
the original Spanish By Henry Stevens, Gmb, 
Fsa, etc. [Colophon.] Imprinted by Command of 
the Council of the Indies in the town of Alcala de 
Henares, in the house of Joan de Brocar, July 8, 
1543. Privately printed at the Chiswick Press, 
London: H. Stevens, 4, Trafalgar Square, 1879. 
Folio. 

This beautiful volume, a master-piece of printing .from the 
Chiswick Press, comprises— xst, a collective title, dedication. 
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and historico-bibliographical introduction by Henry Stevens, 
ID pages ; and, a liuioeraphic facsimile, carefully traced by 
John Harris, of the Leyes, in large black letter, from the 
uni(^ue copy, printed on vellum* in the Grenville Library, 
British Musetim, 26 pages ; and, ^d, a translation into Eng- 
lish, 32 pages. In all 68 pa^es. Only a very limited number 
of copies taken off. On large best hand-made paper, £^ ix. 
neatly bound. On purest English vellum, made expressly for 
the work, £l^ 17s. bound in morocco extra by F. Bedford. 
XXV 

BRITISH MUSEUM CATALOGUES. 

• By Henry Stevens, of Vermont, viz. 

1. A CATALOGUE of American Books in the 
Library of the British Museum, Christmas, 1856. 
650 pp. 

2. A CATALOGUE of Mexican and other Spanish 
Ai^erican and West India Books in the Library of the 
British Museum, Christmas, 1856. 64 pp. 

3. A CATALOGUE of Canadian and other British 
North American Books in the Library of the British 
Museum, Christmas, 1856. 10 pp. 

4. A CATALOGUE of American Maps in the Li- 
brary of the British Museum, Christmas, 1856. 14 pp. 
Printed by Charles Whittingham, Chiswick Press, 
London, 1862, cloth, 80. 

These four Catalo{2:ues, bound in one volume, comprising 
about ^50 large 8vo pa^es in double columns, uniform with the 
"Bibhotheca Grenvilhana," describing about 20,000 volumes, 
are printed by Whittingham on fine toned paper, in the best 
style of the Chiswick Press. At the beginning are inserted 
the rules for Cataloguing Books, Maps, Music, &c. adopted 
in the British Museum^ first printed in X843, but now revised, 
with additions, alterations and amendments to 1862. There 
is also added a detailed description of the classification of 
books on the shelves in the British Museum. These Cata- 
logues contain all the American Books that had drifted into 
the British Museum Library to the beginning of 1857. The 
four volumes in one, cloth, 25J. 
XXVI 

PHOTOJBIBLIOGRAPHY, or a word on 
printed Card Catalogues of old rare beautiful and 
costly books, and how to make them on a co-opera- 
tive system ; And two words on the establishment 
of a Central Bibliographical Bureau or Clearing- 
House for Librarians. By Henry Stevens of Ver- 
mont. Privately printed for the Author by C. - 
Whittingham, Chiswick Press, 1878. Neatly bound 
in roan, square id^^ 6j. net. 

Dedicated to the Librarian of the Future, whose biblio- 
graphy is to be as exact as his spelling. Extensively illustrated 
with reduced facsimile titles, and six sample Cards. 
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XXVII 

THE HISTORY of the Oxford Caxton 

Memorial Bible. Printed in Oxford and bound in 
London in twelve consecutive hours, June 30th, 1877. 
By Henry Stevens. London, privately printed at 
the Elziver Press for the Author, 25th March, 1878. 
32//. on best hand-made paper^ illustrated, morocco, 
square l6<*, ds. net. 

Copies on very thin fine paper and bound in silk or thin 
morocco, to be inserted within the cover of the Bible, at the 
same price. 

At the end is given a complete list of all the 100 copies of 
the Memorial Bible that had been allotted as presents up to 
Easter, 1878. 

XXVIII 

THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION and 
International Copy- Right, a paper read before the 
Library Association at Oxford, October 3rd, 1878. 
By Henry STEVENSof Vermont. London, published 
by the author at N** 4 Trafalgar Square, and sent 
to any part of the Postal Union on the receipt of 
half-a-crown. 1879. Cloth fcp 8®, 2s. 6d. 

1 his little book on the Postal Union is designedly made 
a stockings-horse to carry off some of the Author's stock of 
his own bibliographical and historical publications ; as well 
as to carry a catalogue of a small portion of the valuable col- 
lection he has accumulated of the materials of American his- 
tory and literature herein offered for sale. The Postal Union 
54 pp ; Author's own publications, No i to xxviii, pp. 55 to 
66 ; Catalogue of Author's Collection of Books on America 
for sale, pp. 67 to 128. 
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